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CEDAR FALLS — Bruce New-
ton is finding places fo put new
homes in the heart of the Cedar
. Valley, one lot a time.

Newton, of Newton Construc-
tion, reports he is finding some
success renovating, redevelop-
ing and by TEw ort sever-
al lots around Cedar Heights
Elementary School.

Over the past two years he has
invested m Eiil‘.l million in ren-
ovation i projects in
lots along Eamgbaw and
Hawthome Drhre near Cedar
nghlsd school. I-II: has also
acquired an emply lot on nearby
Neola Street forpgdwelu ent,

"Asmall remaodeleris all Tam,”

ewlon, a lEIB? duate
aof* Culumhus E?chuul
who's been self-employed for 12

years. He has also tried his
hand al new consiruction in

whal youd call a ‘spontaneous
buy! [ went in there to look for
antiques and found the proper-
ty was for sale and bought the
whole thing,” he said.

He has acquired the devel-
opable lots he knows of in the
Cedar Heights area, but is look-
ing for more.

“If we find them, we'll get
them and buy them,” he said.
“You watch for a lot of these
houses and they appear to be
okay, but they're actually dilapi-
dated. A lot of them are in pret-
ty bad shape," and either need
to be demolished or gutted and
totally renovated.

Newton, who lives on Rain-
bow Drive in Walerloo, also
wants to invest in an area he
considers his neighborhood.

See NEWTON, page 02 [
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Bruce Newlon is renovaling,

redeveloping and building homes

on available lots in the Cedar
Heights Elementary School
neighborhood.

One of Newlon's nearly-finished
products, on Hawthorne Drive in
Cedar Falls, is shown at lefl.
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Infill’ construction is rare in

established neighborhoods
From page D1

His properties are drawing
interest His Hawthorne Drive
projecl. two 2400-square-fool
side-by-side attached homes sell-
ing for $225000 each, has
attracted a considerable amount
of attention, and the Rainbow
Drive properties moved quickly.

“I'm trving to hit the $250,000,
5270000 price range and less,”
he said. “What we're trying to do
is stick in the $120,000 range to
$250,000,$270,000 range”

Before he embarked on those
building projects, he expanded
his own home on Rainbow in
Waterloo,

Sam Runyan, past president of
the Home Builders Association
of Waterloo-Cedar Falls, said
“infill" construction in existing
neighborhoods is rare. “If you
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“This housing is going
to blow up, | guarantee
you. It’s just going to
expand.”

Bruce Newton
Newton Constructin

anidea,” he said. “I think there's a
market for something like that”

The proximity to the school,
trails and parks are an attraction
around Cedar Heights, Newton
said. The neighborhood also is a
selling point. Newton serves as a
general contractor on his proj-
ects and employs local subcon-
tractors.

He will be pursuing more such
projects.

“This housing is going to blow
up, | guarantee you It's just going
to expand, with the amount of
commercial (construction) going
on,” Newton said, and a general-
ly positive economy.

Contact Pat Kinney at 291-1484 or
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